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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to the response filed on May 5. 2008 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,3-5,7 and 8 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) K| including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comm e nt or i n th e Off i c e act i on of 

Pap e r No./Ma il Dat e. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Peter Meyer on August 4, 2008. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 
Claim 1 has been rewritten as follows: 

--1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for separating a web material at a line of 
weakness, the apparatus comprising: 

a) a bedroll having a circumference, the bedroll being disposed such that the web 
material passes around at least a portion of the circumference of the bedroll in a 
direction of travel, wherein the bedroll is disposed generally transverse to the direction 
of travel of the web material, 

the bedroll comprising a shell and a bedroll chop off assembly, the bedroll chop 
off assembly comprising at least one web pin having a distal portion and at least one 
bedroll blade having a distal portion and a serrated web contacting edge, the bedroll 
blade being disposed to extend axiallv along the bedroll in a direction generally 
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transverse to the direction of travel of the web material, wherein the distal portions of 
the at least one bedroll blade and the at least one web pin are capable of extending 
beyond the shell of the bedroll, 

first rotating means for rotating the bedroll blade whoro i n tho bodro ll b l odo 
rotat e s at a first circumferential velocity, 

b) a chop off roll disposed proximate and generally parallel to the bedroll, the 
chop off roll comprising at least one pin pad capable of circumferentially interfering with 
the at least one web pin, the chop off roll further comprising at least two chop off roll 
blades disposed to extend axially along the chop off roll in a direction generally 
transverse to the direction of travel of the web at a chop off roll blade spacing, the at 
least two chop off roll blades being capable of rotationally meshing with the at least one 
bedroll blade, 

second rotating means for rotating the at least two chop off roll blades wh e r ei n 
th e at le ast two chop off ro ll b l ad e s rotat e at a second circumferential velocity, [[and]] 
wherein the second circumferential velocity is distinct from the first circumferential 
velocity , and 

means for synchronizing the rotation of the bedroll blades and the rotation of the 
at least two chop off roll blades such that the blades rotationally mesh as thev pass one 
another at the distinct velocities .-. 
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Claims 7 and 8 have been rewritten as follows: 

-7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the at least two chop off roll 
blades comprises three chop off roll blades. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the at least one pin 
pad is capable of circumferentially interfering with at least one of the web pins, and 
wherein the at least two chop off roll blades comprise three chop off roll blades 
disposed to extend generally parallel each to the others and generally transverse to the 
direction of travel of the web, and wherein said chop off roll further comprises a plurality 
of web pads disposed generally along a line transverse to the direction of travel of said 
web, and wherein at least one of the three chop off roll blades is capable of rotationally 
meshing with the at least one bedroll blade.-. 

In the Specification 

The two paragraphs beginning on page 1 , line 26 have been rewritten as follows: 

An apparatus and method for separating a web material is described herein. In 
one embodiment the apparatus comprises a bedroll. The bedroll is disposed such that 
web material passes around at least a portion of the circumference of the bedroll in a 
direction of travel. The bedroll is disposed to axiallv extend generally transverse to the 
direction of travel. The bedroll comprises a shell and a bedroll chop off assembly. The 
bedroll chop off assembly comprises at least one web pin and at least one blade. The at 
least one blade is disposed to extend axiallv along the bedroll in a direction generally 
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transverse to the direction of travel and oriented with a blade tip directed away from the 
center of the bedroll shell. The blade tip and a tip of the web pin are capable of 
extending beyond the circumference of the shell of the bedroll. The bedroll is capable of 
rotating at a first circumferential speed. 

The apparatus further comprises a chop off roll. The chop off roll is disposed 
proximally to the bedroll and generally parallel to the bedroll. The chop off roll comprises 
at least one pin pad and at least two blades. The pin pad is capable of circumferentially 
interfering with at least one of the web pins of the bedroll. The blades are disposed to 
extend axially along the chop off roll in a direction generally transverse to the direction 
of travel of the web. The two blades are disposed at a chop off blade spacing. The two 
blades are capable of rotationally meshing with at least one of the bedroll blades. The 
chop off roll is capable of rotating at a second circumferential speed that is distinct from 
the first circumferential speed.-. 

The replacement paragraph for the paragraph beginning at page 3, line 17, filed on 
August 23, 2005, has been rewritten as follows: 

The bedroll 1 00 comprises a shell 1 1 0 and a bedroll chop off assembly 1 20. The 
bedroll chop off assembly 120 is movable from a first position to a second position 
through the action of at least one cam and cam follower combination as is known in the 
art. The bedroll chop off assembly 120 comprises at least one web pin 130, and at least 
one blade 140. The web pin 130 is disposed proximally to the blade 140 and comprises 
a pin tip 132. The bedroll chop off assembly 120 may comprise a plurality of web pins 
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130 disposed generally along a line generally transverse to the direction of travel of the 
web material 300. The blade 140 is disposed to extend axially along the bedroll in a 
direction generally transverse to the direction of travel of the web material 300 and 
comprises a blade tip 142. In one embodiment shown in Figure 1 . the bedroll chop off 
assembly 120 comprises a single blade 140. In another embodiment shown in Figure 2, 
the chop off assembly 120 [[,]] comprises two blades 140. In another embodiment (not 
shown), the bedroll chop off assembly 120 [[,]] comprises three blades 140. Still other 
embodiments comprising more than three blades 140 are within the scope of the 
invention. In each embodiment comprising a plurality of blades 140, the blades 140 are 
disposed to extend generally transverse to the direction of travel of the web material 
300 and are generally parallel to each other separated by a bedroll blade spacing, A.-. 

The paragraph beginning on page 4, line 11 has been rewritten as follows: 

The chop off roll 200 [[,]] comprises at least one pin pad 230. The pin pad 230 is 
disposed in alignment with the web pin 130 of the bedroll 100. The pin pad 230 and the 
web pin 130 interfere with each other and the web pin tip 132 perforates at least a 
portion of the pin pad 230 as the pin pad 230 and the web pin 130 pass together 
through the gap 400. In another embodiment (not shown), the chop off roll 200 
comprises a plurality of pin pads 230 disposed along a line generally transverse to the 
direction of travel of the web material 300. In this embodiment, the pin pads 230 are 
aligned with the web pins 130 located on the bedroll chop off assembly 120.--. 


Application/Control Number: Page 7 

10/652,325 

Art Unit: 3724 

The paragraph beginning at page 4, line 18 has been rewritten as follows: 

As shown in Figure 3, the pin pad 230 comprises a first portion 232 comprising a 
resilient material, and a second portion 234.The first portion 232 and/or the second 
portion 234 define an open chamber 236. The second portion 234 may comprise a 
resilient material or may comprise a non-resilient material. Exemplary resilient materials 
include closed cell polyester foam, and urethane materials. Exemplary non-resilient 
materials include metal substrates such as steel, copper, tin and aluminum, 
polycarbonates, acrylics and other polymeric materials as are known in the art. The first 
portion 232 is fixedly attached to the second portion 234. The first portion 232 is 
disposed on the chop off roll 200 at a radial position that will interfere with the web pin 
tip 132. The shape of the pin pad 230 facilitates the perforation of a portion of the pin 
pad 230 by the web pin 130 and by any web chad 500 separated from the main web 
300 by the web pin 130. The web chad 500 and the web pin tip 132 [[,]] pass into the 
chamber 236 of the pin pad 230. The pin pads may be provided individually or as a 
plurality of pin pads formed in an assembly. The pin pad 230 may be fastened to the 
chop off roll 200 by any means known in the art. Mechanical fasteners, such as nails, 
screws, [[and]] rivets, adhesives, clamping mechanisms, or sliding dovetail fasteners 
are non-limiting examples of means for fastening the pin pads 230.--. 
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The replacement paragraph for the paragraph beginning at page 4, line 33, filed on 
August 23, 2005, has been rewritten as follows: 

The chop off roll 200 further comprises at least two blades 240. The blades 240 
are disposed to extend axiallv along the chop off roll in a direction generally transverse 
to the direction of travel of the web material 300 and generally parallel to each other and 
separated by a chop off roll blade spacing, B. One blade 240 is disposed proximal to the 
pin pad 230. In an embodiment comprising a plurality of pin pads 230, one blade is 
disposed parallel to the line along which the plurality of pin pads 230 are disposed. The 
blades 240 each comprise a blade tip 242. In another embodiment the chop off roll 200 
comprises three blades 240. Embodiments wherein the chop off roll 200 comprises 
more than three blades are within the scope of the invention. The blades 240 may be 
provided as single blades, or the blades 240 may be provided as pairs through u- 
channels.-. 

The paragraph beginning on page 5, line 31 has been rewritten as follows: 

The blades 140 and 240 may each comprise a single blade segment. In another 
embodiment, each blade may comprise a plurality of blade segments. In this 
embodiment, the blade segments may be disposed adjacent each to the next along a 
line generally transverse to the direction of travel with little if any spacing between the 
segments in the direction transverse to the direction of travel. In another embodiment, 
the blade segments may be spaced apart by a segment gap. The segment gap may 
range from 0.125 to 2 inches (3 to 50 mm). In another embodiment the segment gap 
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may range from 0.5 to 1 .5 inches {12 to 37 mm). The segment gap varies according to 
the nature of the web material and the separation characteristics of the web material 
300. Blades comprising a plurality of spaced apart blade segments require less material 
and facilitate the removal and replacement of a damaged segment without the necessity 
of replacing an entire blade. As described above, the blades may be provided as single 
blades or as a u-channel.-. 

The replacement paragraph for the paragraph beginning at page 6, line 7 filed on May 
9, 2005 has been rewritten as follows: 

As shown in FIG. 4, the blades 240 may comprise a serrated web contacting 
edge at the blade tips 242 . The serrations 246 of the web contacting edge may stabilize 
the position of the web material and facilitate the stretching of the web material 300 and 
subsequent failure of the line of weakness 310. In an alternative embodiment, the blade 
140 may comprise a serrated web contacting edge (not shown).--. 

In the Drawings 

3. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: 

In Figure 1, a box entitled "Rotating Means" will be added for each cylinder 100, 
200, each having a line connecting the box to the corresponding cylinder; and a box 
entitled "Synchronizing Means" will be added having a line connecting this box to each 
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"Rotating Means" box. These additions are shown in the approved drawing change 
included herewith. 

In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these 
above agreed upon drawing changes. 

Remarks 

4. The changes to the claims have been made to further clarify the claimed 
invention, particularly the addition of the first rotating means, the second rotating means 
and the means for synchronizing the rotation of the rolls. Support for these features is 
found in the original specification, for example, at page 4, lines 3-4, at page 5, 

lines 9-11, and at page 5, lines 16-17. 

The changes to the drawings have been made to comply with 37 CFR 1 .83, and 
these changes have support in the original specification, for example, at page 4, 
lines 3-4, at page 5, lines 9-1 1 , and at page 5, lines 16-17. 

The changes to the specification have been made to correct informalities. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clark F. Dexter whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4505. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571)272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Clark F. Dexter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 

cfd 

August 4, 2008 


